The Catholic Community of:

St. Anthony of Padua
6750 State Road
Parma, Ohio 44134
********************************************

Schedule of Liturgies

Saturday Evening:
Sundays:

4:30 and 6:00 P.M.

8:00, 10:00 and 12 Noon

Monday through Friday: 7:00 & 8:00 A.M.
Holy Days : Vigil Mass: 5:30 P.M.
7:00 A.M., 9:00 A.M., 5:30 P.M. & 7:00 P.M.
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturdays 3:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.
*******************************************

Pastoral Staff
Pastor……………….Fr. Dale W. Staysniak
Parochial Vicar…….Fr. Peter T. Kovacina
DRE/Pastoral Associate..Mr. Randy Harris, M.R.E.
Principal …………..Sr. Roberta Goebel, O.S.U.
Parish Secretary…...Mrs. Joyce Fanous
Music Minister……..Mrs. Nancy Tabar
********************************************

Parish Directory

Parish Office : (440) 842-2666
Parish Website: www.stanthonypaduaparma.org
Religious Education Office: (440) 845-4470
Parish Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. - 9:00am-7:00pm

School Office: (440) 845-3444
www.stanthonyofpaduaschool.org

ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA CHURCH

PARMA, OH

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, St. John of the Cross, Priest &
Doctor of the Church.
7:00AM
August Poliafico
8:00AM
Marie Ritter

James Eiben

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15
7:00AM
Margaret Paciak
8:00AM
Stephanie Novak

Contributions for December 5/6, 2015:

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16
7:00AM
Helen M. Toth
8:00AM
Eleanor Opalach

Sunday Collection :
$12,706.00
Faith Direct (November 2015): $13,237.25
Poor Box : $83.00

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17
7:00AM
Joseph & Mary Ondrisek
8:00AM
Clare Ungericht
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18
7:00AM
Therese Vamos
8:00AM
Lucy Conforte

SUNDAY THOUGHT
Philippians 4:4-7

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19
4:30PM
Frank & Rosemary Geraci
6:00PM
Mae Kaszar

On this Third Sunday of Advent, in our second
reading St. Paul asks us to do what most people find
almost impossible to do, “have no anxieties at all!”
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could? There couldn’t
be a better Christmas present than that! Unfortunately,
we live in a very anxious age. In fact some worry
when they don’t have anything to worry about. And
there are also those who feel that busy people just
have to have things that bother them. It’s part and
parcel they say of being busy and it comes with
success. Yet, we crave for peace of heart. Worry is
such a useless activity. It’s like walking down a lonely
deserted road. When I get to the end, I have gained
nothing and I’m in a place I don’t want to be. St.
Paul’s exhortation not to worry is meant to energize
us. Worry only weakens us. Genuine concern, which
is the opposite of worry, sees what needs to be done
and then takes the necessary steps to accomplish the
task. Fear of what tomorrow may bring gets us
nowhere. Planning for the future on the other hand is
something we all must wisely do. Ask God for the
ability to trust that He is ultimately in control of the
circumstances of our lives and in His Divine
Providence He only want what is best for us. We will
then have the foundation to build our peace upon it.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, Fourth Sunday of Advent.
8:00AM
Harry Thom
10:00AM Armagno Family
12:00PM
For People of the Parish (living & deceased)

Please Pray For: Martha Ashton, Ed & Helen
Bartkiewicz, Irene Bednar, Dylan Bocian, Lynn & Russ
Bouchez, Maxine Cerny, Joe & Marsha Demko, Sybil
Dougherty, Lucille Edwartowski, Norbert Erker, Rita Fecek,
Greg Findura, Beth Foster, Anne Kilbane-Friedl, Sandra
Friedl, Sam Gappa, John Gladden, Betty Grossi, Rose Marie
Hewitt, Celeste Hurley, Marian Jarabek, Colleen Jarvis, Pat
Jones, Ted Kaliszewski, Michael Kaliszewski, Betty Kilbane,
Andrea Kolo, Douglas Kren, Cynthia Kufleitner, Andrea
Lagzdins, Robert Laheta, Dorothy Laquatra, Isidoro LaRosa,
Bernice Laskan, John Lieske, Michael Lieske, Corinne
Lipinski, Elizabeth Madar, Thomas Madej, John Martin,
Edward & Josephine Maskulka, Emmett Masterson, Russell
Mazanec, Peyton McCarthy, Rosemarie Medvin, Helen Marie
Mendyka, John Metzger, Jane Najlepszy, Mary Niec, Rose
Nosse, Agnes Padar, Richard Petrusky, Mary Phillips, Carrie
Piechowski, John Precario, Mary Jane Precario, Marlene
Ranallo, Christopher Reeves, Ed & Leigh-Ann Revay, Vinny
Ruvo, Frances Rymut, Mary Sabo, Tammi Safranek, Theresa
Sanfilippo, Lorraine Schmidt, Joseph Schmitt, Robert &
Teresa Setele, Carl Shaheen, Margaret Sheridan, Helen
Smith, Phyllis Tomaselli, Alice Tucker, Mark Turner, Frank
Viccarone, Annie Vorndran, Helen Westerh, Cathy Yappel,
Andrew Yaronczyk.
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ADVENT COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE
Our yearly Advent Communal Penance Service
combined with St. Francis de Sales Parish will be held
today (Sunday) December 13, 2015 at 4:00 p.m. Several
confessors will be available to hear your confession
after a service of prayer and song. Prepare for Christmas
with the reception of the Sacrament of Penance.

CELEBRATING THE SAINTS

Saint Andre Bessette, Religious (1845-1937)

Andre was born Alfred in Saint-Gregoire
d’Iberville, Canada, in 1845. His father died in a
logging accident when he was nine. His mother, left to
raise a large family on her own, succumbed to
tuberculosis there years later. Alfred was sickly
himself, and left school after achieving only a
rudimentary education. For a time, he was a laborer in
the factories of New England.
In 1870, Alfred joined the Brothers of the Holy
Cross near Montreal. As Brother Andre in religion he
was assigned as “door-keeper, infirmarian, and lamptender” at the College Notre-Dame, a post he held for
almost forty years. Sick persons coming to the college
door would often ask Andre to pray with them. He
would give them a medal of Saint Joseph or anoint
them with oil from a lamp that burned in front of a
statue of the Saint. Many were cured. In time, a steady
stream of sick came to be healed at the hands of
Brother Andre. As his fame grew, Andre always
insisted, “It is Saint Joseph who cures!”
Brother Andre led the fundraising for Saint
Joseph’s Oratory of Mount Royal, the largest church
in Canada. He was in his nineties, still ministering to
the sick, when he died. Around a million people came
to pay their respects at this funeral. “Do not try to have
your trials taken away from you,” he once said,
“rather; ask for the grace to endure them well.” Saint
Andre Bessette’s feast day is January 6th.

GIVING TREE
Thank you to everyone who has turned
in their gifts for the 2015 Giving Tree. If
you have not yet returned your wrapped
gift, please bring it to the rectory or call
(440) 842-2666 as soon as possible.
Items not returned will be purchased by the committee
to fulfill the wish list of the recipients. We are very
thankful for all the generous parishioners who have
participated this year. Thank you for helping to make
the holiday season happier for our needy families.
CHRISTMAS MASS CARDS
Christmas Mass cards will be sold after most Masses
this weekend, and next weekend December 19/20.
Cards for the living are $2.00 and prayer cards for our
deceased loved ones are $1.00. Cards may also be
purchased at the rectory during regular business hours.
CHRISTMAS WAFERS
Christmas Wafers (Oplatki) are
still available after masses this
weekend, and will remain on
sale while supplies last. They
also may be purchased at the rectory office during
regular business hours. The cost remains $3.00 for a
package of four (4) wafers.

KINDERGARTEN INFORMATION DAY
Parents are welcome to attend an informative
Kindergarten meeting for the 2016-17 school year.
You will find this meeting to be quite beneficial.
We encourage you or anyone interested in
registering their child for Kindergarten to attend:

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS
This is the final weekend to purchase the Knights of
Columbus “Keep Christ in Christmas” magnets in the
back of the Church at a cost of $5.00 each. Your purchase
helps to keep the true meaning of Christmas alive.

Date: Thursday, January 28, 2016
Time: 1:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. – which ever
meeting works best for you!
Place: St. Anthony of Padua School Library

FOOD PANTRY
We are especially thankful at this time of the year for all
of our generous parishioners who give so freely to this
important parish ministry. Your food and monetary
donations help keep our programs strong and enables us to
minister to those who are in need. The suggested food
items this week are canned fruit, applesauce and jelly.
The families that we serve appreciate your help.

Also, mark your calendar to attend our annual
school Open House on January 10, 2016 from 11:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Additional details will follow.
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THE DOORS OF MERCY HAVE BEEN OPENED:

Confession Schedule – 2015

ENTER AND LET GOD’S MERCY FLOW TO YOU.
LEAVE AND CARRY GOD’S MESSAGE OF MERCY TO
OTHERS.

Communal Penance Service
Sunday 13 December 2015
4:00 p.m.
Individual Confession Times:

NEW YEAR’S EVE
HOLY HOUR
Mark your calendars now to pray
out the old and pray in the New
Year by attending our Annual
New Year’s Eve Holy Hour. The Holy Hour before the
Blessed Sacrament will follow the 6:00 p.m. Vigil Mass
on December 31, 2015. There can be no better way to
celebrate God’s love for us then spending time with
Jesus in the Eucharist.

Saturday 19 December 2015
3:00 – 4:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. until all are heard.
Monday 21 December 2015
5:00 – 6:00 p.m.
Saturday 26 December 2015
3:00 – 4:00 p.m.

LIGHTHOUSE MEDIA
Please check out the new CDs on the Lighthouse media
display in the gathering area. The featured CD this
week is So Help me God. In this dynamic talk Dr.
Scott Hahn explains the importance of oaths, which
invoke God’s name and implore His assistance. He
shows that oaths are also the means of transforming our
personal relationship with Christ into a covenant
relationship. Dr. Hahn then explains what led him to
move from believing in only two Sacraments to all
seven. In sharing these insights, he connects oaths to
the seven Sacraments and unveils their mystery and
importance. He reveals that the Sacraments are the
ordinary means by which God empowers us to do His
will. You’ll discover that the sacraments don’t make
holiness easy, but they do make it possible.

*************************************
*************************************

Christmas/New Year
2015/2016
Christmas Mass Schedule - 2015
Christmas Eve, 24 December 2015
4:00 p.m. Children’s Vigil Mass
6:00 p.m. Vigil Mass
Christmas Day 25 December 2015
12:00 a.m. Midnight Mass
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. & 12:00 Noon
New Year’s Masses – 2015/2016
New Year’s Eve, 31 December 2015
4:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14
4:15 PM & 6:30 PM PSR - School
7:00 PM RCIA - Rectory/CH
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15
6:00PM Ladies Guild Christmas Party - CH/HR
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16
7:00PM Adult Faith Catechism - HR
7:00PM School Christmas Concert - G
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17
5:00PM Children’s Christmas Choir Practice - CH
6:45PM Bingo - H
7:30PM Mixed Choir Practice - CH

Holy Hour:
7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
New Year’s Day, 1 January 2016
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. & 12:00 Noon
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2016 First Step Programs
Continuing education regarding marriage and divorce in the Catholic Church
during the Holy Year, the Jubilee of Mercy
During this Holy Year, the Jubilee of Mercy, we are called to renew our relationship with God and the Church.
Attempting to pick up the pieces of one’s life after the tragedy of divorce is an area that can impact a person’s
relationship with God and the Church. One of the significant issues that a person faces is their place in the
Church. Does the Church still care about me even though I am divorced? Am I allowed to go to Mass? Can I
receive communion? How can the Church help me heal? If I decide to marry again, what do I have to do?
The Tribunal of the Diocese of Cleveland, especially during this Jubilee of Mercy, offers its First Step
Program in order to help individuals deal with these questions in order to renew and/or strengthen their
relationship with God and the Church. This program is offered to help everyone, especially those who have
experienced divorce, learn more about Catholic teaching regarding marriage, divorce, and remarriage.
Representatives from the Ministry to the Divorced Office of the Department for Marriage and Family Ministry
will also be present to explain the resources they offer to the divorced.
•
•
•
•

Everyone is welcome to:

Deepen knowledge of the Church’s teaching on marriage…
Learn about the Church’s ministry to the divorced/separated in the Diocese…
Hear about the annulment process and how to submit a case…
Discover a path to healing after divorce in order to strengthen and/or renew a relationship with God and the
Church
In any endeavor, taking the “first step” is always the most difficult. The First Step Program helps individuals
to navigate the path of healing and closure. Please refer to the Tribunal website
(www.dioceseofcleveland.org/tribunal) for testimonials about the program from past participants.

The schedule for the general meetings in 2016 is:
Tuesday, 8 March 2016, at St. Peter Parish, Lorain, at 7:00 pm
Thursday, 19 May 2016, at St. Noel Parish, Willoughby Hills, at 7:00 pm
Tuesday, 13 September 2016, at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Cuyahoga Falls, at 7:00 pm
Tuesday, 18 October 2016, at St. Ambrose Parish, Brunswick, at 7:00 pm
Note that the Diocese of Cleveland no longer requires any fees for this process.
For more information check our website: www.dioceseofcleveland.org/tribunal
Or call the Tribunal: 216-696-6525/800-869-6525, ext. 4000

Advent
Reflections
Prepare as a new Church Year begins.

Gaudete Sunday derives its name from the opening
prayer of the Mass for this day, where we pray,
"Gaudete in Domino semper" (Rejoice in the Lord
always). So in the midst of Advent fasting and
devotions, we rejoice because the time we have been
preparing for is almost at hand. You may see rosecolored vestments and additions to the church
environment due to this special Sunday.
A day like this is always good to remind us not to
take ourselves too seriously. The life of a Christian is
not always easy, but it is one of joy. If we keep our
heads bowed too long, no one will be able to see the
smiles on our faces
The New Evangelization calls us to spread the good
news with a joy that can be infectious. I remember
being at a Eucharistic Congress one time where there
was a booth set up by an order of sisters promoting
vocations. I couldn't help but to take notice of how
much they laughed and how they smiled. I thought,
"Who wouldn't want to see what they are about?"
Does our joy in the Lord serve as an invitation for
others to seek out Christ?
May the joy of the Lord be yours on this Gaudete
Sunday! The Lord is coming, soon and very soon!

A woman, short of years but abundant in wisdom,
hears the call of God through an angel and all of
creation waits for her response. The story of the
Annunciation in this Sunday's Gospel places on a
major stage the relationship humanity has with God
the Father. His love for us is so great he would seek
to become like us in the Incarnation, and then by his
death and resurrection save us from death so that we
may live forever with him. The entire cosmic plan
hinges on the response of one girl.
Have you ever had to make a decision that would
entirely change your life and the lives of those around
you? Has God ever asked you to risk it all for the
kingdom? Maybe the question came in the form of a
loved one's death. Perhaps a cross-country move or a
job change was the request. Confronting the reality of
the call made your stomach ache and your head spin.
What was your response?
As this Advent draws to a close, and a new
calendar year lies just beyond your Christmas tree, let
us pray that when the call comes we may respond as
mature disciples. Age does not define maturity.
Neither does experience. Maturity is defined by how
we respond to God in those most challenging of
moments. This Christmas, may a young girl in a far
off land lead us to an infant Child who one day will
most certainly ask us a question that will shake us to
our core, and may our answer echo hers, "yes."

