The Catholic Community of:

St. Anthony of Padua
6750 State Road
Parma, Ohio 44134
********************************************

Schedule of Liturgies

Saturday Evening:
Sundays:

4:30 and 6:00 P.M.

8:00, 10:00 and 12 Noon

Monday through Friday: 7:00 & 8:00 A.M.
Holy Days : Vigil Mass: 5:30 P.M.
7:00 A.M., 9:00 A.M., 5:30 P.M. & 7:00 P.M.
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturdays 3:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.
*******************************************

Pastoral Staff
Pastor……………….Fr. Dale W. Staysniak
Parochial Vicar…….Fr. Peter T. Kovacina
DRE/Pastoral Associate..Mr. Randy Harris, M.R.E.
Principal …………..Sr. Roberta Goebel, O.S.U.
Parish Secretary…...Mrs. Joyce Fanous
Music Minister……..Mrs. Nancy Tabar
********************************************

Parish Directory

Parish Office : (440) 842-2666
Parish Website: www.stanthonypaduaparma.org
Religious Education Office: (440) 845-4470
Parish Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. - 9:00am-7:00pm

School Office: (440) 845-3444
www.stanthonyofpaduaschool.org

ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA CHURCH

PARMA, OH

Baptized on Sunday, November 29. 2015:
Sylvia Marie Allega
Lila Anne Harris
Lucille Maxine Leonette
Keegan Christopher Shaughnessy
MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, St. Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor of
the Church.
7:00AM
Betty & Dante Raffin
8:00AM
Frank Sylvester
5:30PM
For People of the Parish (living & deceased)
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, The Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary.
7:00AM
For People of the Parish (living & deceased)
9:00AM
For People of the Parish (living & deceased)
5:30PM
For People of the Parish (living & deceased)
7:00PM
For People of the Parish (living &deceased)

Catherine Kluk
Betty Raffin
Contributions for November 28/29, 2015:

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9
7:00AM
Mary Mizak
8:00AM
Judy Mladsi

Sunday Collection : $8,828.00
Poor Box : $67.00

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10
7:00AM
John & Dorothy Dobransky
8:00AM
Joseph M. Plata
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11
7:00AM
Fr. Paul F. Smith
8:00AM
Michael Laquatra

SUNDAY THOUGHT
Baruch 5:1-9

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12, Our Lady of Guadalupe.
4:30PM
Mr. & Mrs. William Smith
6:00PM
For People of the Parish (living & deceased)

On the Second Sunday of Advent, our first reading
comes from the Old Testament prophet, Baruch. Using
the City of Jerusalem to personify you and me, Baruch
tells us to take off our robes of mourning and misery
and he encourages us to put on the splendor of glory
that comes from a relationship with God. That
certainly would be our “Sunday best”, but how do we
accomplish such a thing? Our answer is found with
Jesus. The best thing He did for us is to save us from
ourselves. We all have a tendency to see only the
worst in ourselves while Jesus wants us to see what is
best. The reason for such optimism on Jesus’ part is
that the best within us can only come from Him. It’s
so easy to be caught up in the worrisome and the
negative while we miss what God has accomplished in
us already by the power of His grace. The season of
Advent is our time to see God’s hidden power at work
in us and in the world around us. So much has
changed simply because of the arrival of Jesus into our
world and with God’s help we can still hope for even
greater manifestations of His presence. God’s glory
already resides with us. His glory only waits for that
great day when it will break into the full light of
eternity.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, Third Sunday of Advent.
8:00AM
John Conforte
10:00AM Mary Falkman
12:00PM
Kenneth Marsik

Please Pray For:

Martha Ashton, Ed & Helen Bartkiewicz,
Irene Bednar, Dylan Bocian, Lynn & Russ Bouchez, Maxine Cerny,
Joe & Marsha Demko, Sybil Dougherty, Lucille Edwartowski, Jim
Eiben, Norbert Erker, Rita Fecek, Greg Findura, Beth Foster, Anne
Kilbane-Friedl, Sandra Friedl, Sam Gappa, John Gladden, Betty
Grossi, Rose Marie Hewitt, Celeste Hurley, Marian Jarabek, Colleen
Jarvis, Pat Jones, Ted Kaliszewski, Michael Kaliszewski, Betty
Kilbane, Andrea Kolo, Douglas Kren, Cynthia Kufleitner, Andrea
Lagzdins, Robert Laheta, Dorothy Laquatra, Isidoro LaRosa,
Bernice Laskan, John Lieske, Michael Lieske, Corinne Lipinski,
Elizabeth Madar, Thomas Madej, John Martin, Edward &
Josephine Maskulka, Emmett Masterson, Russell Mazanec, Peyton
McCarthy, Rosemarie Medvin, Helen Marie Mendyka, John
Metzger, Jane Najlepszy, Mary Niec, Rose Nosse, Agnes Padar,
Richard Petrusky, Mary Phillips, Carrie Piechowski, John Precario,
Mary Jane Precario, Marlene Ranallo, Christopher Reeves, Ed &
Leigh-Ann Revay, Vinny Ruvo, Frances Rymut, Mary Sabo, Tammi
Safranek, Theresa Sanfilippo, Lorraine Schmidt, Joseph Schmitt,
Robert & Teresa Setele, Carl Shaheen, Margaret Sheridan, Helen
Smith, Phyllis Tomaselli, Alice Tucker, Mark Turner, Frank
Viccarone, Annie Vorndran, Helen Westerh, Jean Winters, Cathy
Yappel, Andrew Yaronczyk.
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CELEBRATING THE SAINTS
Saint Gaetano Catanoso, Priest (1879-1963)

THE FEAST OF THE
IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION

Born to a prosperous family in Chorio, a small village
outside of Reggio Calabria, Italy, Gaetano was one of
eight children. He was ordained on September 20,
1902 and served as parish priest his entire career. His
first parish was in the remote hill village of
Pentedattilo, where he served from 1904 until 1921.
Extremely passionate about emulating the life of
Christ in his service to the poor, Fr. Catanoso would
hike or ride on a donkey to distant, surrounding
mountain villages to bring the gospel and hope to
isolated people in desperate circumstances. To help in
this cause, he founded an order of nuns – the
Veronican Sisters of the Holy Face in 1934. The nuns
were mostly young women from poor families who
were inspired by Fr. Catanoso’s humility, devotion
and mission. Together they established elementary
schools and homes for the elderly in remote
hill-towns.
Catanoso had a deep devotion to the Holy Face of
Jesus and formed the “Confraternity of the Holy Face”
in 1920. He wrote: “The Holy Face is my life. He is
my strength.” He also revived Marian and Eucharistic
devotions, improved catechesis, and worked for the
observance of local religious feasts to deepen his
peoples’ piety.
Saint Gaetano’s rise to sainthood, which began in
1979, was remarkably rapid, just 26 years from start to
finish. Most causes for sainthood take many decades
or even centuries. On May 4, 1997 Pope St. John Paul
II beatified him and on October 23, 2005 Pope
Benedict XVI canonized him. His feast day is
celebrated on April 4 .

The Feast of the Immaculate
Conception, the patronal title under which the
United States of America is dedicated to Mary, is
always observed as a Holy Day of Obligation for
Catholics. The Feast of the Immaculate Conception
is this Tuesday, December 8, 2015. Masses for the
feast are as follows: the Vigil Mass, Monday, 7
December at 5:30 p.m. Masses on the day of the
feast, Tuesday, December 8th are at 7:00 a.m.; 9:00
a.m. (the school children will attend); 5:30 p.m.;
and 7:00 p.m.

ADVENT COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE
St. Anthony of Padua Parish will again host with St.
Francis de Sales Parish the Annual Advent Communal
Penance Service on Sunday, December 13, 2015 at 4:00
p.m. at St. Anthony of Padua Church. Receiving the
Sacrament of Penance is an excellent way to prepare for
the celebration of Christmas. The penance service is a
time of communal preparation with scripture, song and
prayer and individual reception of the sacrament.
Additional priests will be available to hear your
confession.
CURRENT EVENTS WITH A CATHOLIC TWIST
Current Events with a Catholic Twist stand
(positioned in the hallway under the coat rack) now has
"Back To Basics", a series of 30 videos with Jim
Leatherman. Mr. Leatherman graduated from John
Carroll in classical languages (Latin and Greek) and
was RICA director at three Elkhart/Goshen Indiana
parishes. Catholic Answers is stocked at the stand
including: 120 tracts to almost every question pondered,
"20 Answers" books exploring nine topics, Chastity
Tracts for our young, bulletin inserts, Father Barron
video talks, podcast from Catholic Answers Live, Al
Kresta In The Afternoon (5:00 pm everyday 1260 am
the Rock!), EUK MAMIE TV (Vatican New
Evangelization). The stand is updated with new material
for you to: Take to those whose questions caused
them to leave the church, to those who speak against
the church and for you to remain in the church!
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LADIES GUILD
St. Anthony Ladies Guild
would like to thank all of
our generous parishioners
for their support of our
Pre-Thanksgiving
Bake
Sale.
Through your generosity we raised
$1,500.00. The proceeds from this and all our
fundraisers help provide the little extras around our
parish that make our worship space more inviting. So
again thank you for your support. A special THANK
YOU to all our bakers, without you, we couldn't have
done it!
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THE YEAR OF MERCY
The Year of Mercy begins with
the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception, December 8, 2015.
This special year of grace
commences in the Diocese with
the Rite of the Opening of the
Holy Door of Mercy for the
Diocese of Cleveland at the
Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist. The Rite,
celebrated by Bishop Lennon, will take place at 10:15
a.m., just prior to the 10:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday,
December 13, 2015 at the Cathedral. Bishop Lennon
encourages parishioners from all the parishes of the
diocese to be present for this celebration. Parking is
available in the Cathedral parking lot.

CHRISTMAS MASS CARDS
Christmas Mass cards will be sold after most Masses
this weekend, and the following weekends of
December 12/13 and 19/20. Cards for the living are
$2.00 and prayer cards for our deceased loved ones are
$1.00. Cards may also be purchased at the rectory
during regular business hours.
CHRISTMAS WAFERS
Christmas Wafers (Oplatki) are now available after
masses and will remain on sale while supplies last.
They also may be purchased at the rectory office
during regular business. The cost remains $3.00 for a
package of four (4) wafers.

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS
The Knights of Columbus want to keep the true meaning
of Christmas alive. This weekend and next, the Knights
will be selling “Keep Christ in Christmas” magnets in
the back of the Church at a cost of $5.00 each. Magnets
may also be purchased in the rectory office during regular
business hours.

VOLUNTEER MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST

The Village of Marymount in Garfield Heights is
seeking volunteer certified Eucharistic Ministers to
distribute Holy Communion to residents of Villa St.
Joseph. Ministers are needed one day a week and/or as
substitutes when “regular” volunteers are out of town
or have appointments that prevent them from coming.
Please call Sr. Mary Alice at (216) 332-1743 to learn
more and schedule a visit.
FOOD PANTRY
The food pantry would like to thank all of our
parishioners for your continued support this past year.
The families that we serve appreciate your generosity.
The suggested items this week are cereal, sugar and
flour.

GIVING TREE
Thank you to everyone who has turned in their gifts for
the Giving Tree. We have a few items which have not
yet been returned. Please bring your gifts to church or
call the rectory at (440) 842-2666 no later than
Monday, December 14th. Items not returned by that
date will have be purchased by the committee to fulfill
the wish list of the recipients. We are very thankful for
all the generous parishioners who have participated
this year. Thank you for helping to make the holiday
season happier for our needy families.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7
4:15 PM & 6:30 PM PSR - School
7:00 PM RCIA - Rectory/CH
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9
7:00PM Finance Committee Mtg. - Rectory
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10
5:00PM Children’s Christmas Choir Practice - CH
6:45PM Bingo - H
7:00PM Secular Franciscan Meeting - ch/HR
7:30PM Mixed Choir Practice - CH
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13
2:30PM Adult Faith Catechism - HR
4:00PM Communal Penance Service - CH/ch

A THANKSGIVING “THANK YOU”
Thank you to all who in any way helped to make the
Parma/Parma Heights Catholic Churches Thanksgiving
Day Meal such a great success. Those served were
grateful for the opportunity to join with others; the
meal was praised; the volunteers enjoyed the
opportunity to help others; and the Lord's words were
brought to life “Bless those who give food to the
hungry and drink to the thirsty.”
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PRESCHOOL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Our preschool program for 3, 4, and 5 year olds, meets
Sunday morning during the 10:00 a.m. Mass. We are in
need of some classroom aides to help our preschool
catechist. This is a perfect opportunity for High
School students that need service hours. If you are
interested in helping with this ministry, please call Randy
Harris at 440-842-2666.
LIGHTHOUSE MEDIA
Please check out the new CDs on the Lighthouse media
display in the gathering area. The featured CD this week
is A Journey through Advent: Liturgical Cycle C. Get
the most out of Advent and Christmas by following along
with Fr. Robert Barron’s homilies as he unpacks the
profound Scripture readings for Liturgical Cycle C.
Also, check out So Help me God, by Dr. Scott Hahn and
Beyond Belief: Following Christ Today, by Fr. Mike
Schmitz.
ADULT FAITH CATECHISM
Please join Fr. Peter for the final 2015 adult faith
formation class: Happy 78th Birthday Pope Francis:
Reflection on his Life on Sunday 13 December 2015
at 2:30 p.m. and on Wednesday 16 December 2015 at
7:00 p.m. The class will last one hour and is being held
in the hospitality room of the church. Everyone is
welcome.
ST ANDREW CATHOLIC CHURCH
St. Andrew Ukrainian Catholic Church Annual Cookie
Walk - Saturday, December 19, 2015. Doors open at 9:00
a.m.. Cookies will be sold by the pound, come early
because cookies sell out quickly! Also available are
assorted pastries/bakery and pyrohy sold by the dozen.
Now taking pre-paid orders for home-made stuffed
cabbage and borscht soup. Order forms may be found on
the St. Andrew website www.standrewucc.org. For more
information please visit the website or call the church
office (440) 843-9149.
JESUIT RETREAT HOUSE
14 December, 2015. From Advent to Christmas:
Building the Spirit of Mercy, Hope & Joy. Presented
by Fr. Norm Douglas. Advent is the season of hope and
anticipation. So it is good to consider what we are hoping
for and what sort of world we are anticipating. The birth
of Christ is about a new order coming to the world. On
December 8 in this Advent, Pope Francis will open a
Holy Year of Mercy. Lunch is included. 10:00 am – 3:00
pm. Cost is $35. To register contact Jesuit Retreat House
440-884-9300 or visit www.jrh-cleveland.org.
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Christmas/New Year
2015/2016
Christmas Mass Schedule - 2015
Christmas Eve, 24 December 2015
4:00 p.m. Children’s Vigil Mass
6:00 p.m. Vigil Mass
Christmas Day 25 December 2015
12:00 a.m. Midnight Mass
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. & 12:00 Noon
New Year’s Masses – 2015/2016
New Year’s Eve, 31 December 2015
4:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Holy Hour:
7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
New Year’s Day, 1 January 2016
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. & 12:00 Noon
**************************************

Confession Schedule – 2015
Communal Penance Service
Sunday 13 December 2015
4:00 p.m.
Individual Confession Times
Saturday 19 December 2015
3:00 – 4:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. until all are heard.
Monday 21 December 2015
5:00 – 6:00 p.m.
Saturday 26 December 2015
3:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Advent
Reflections
Prepare as a new Church Year begins.

Another Advent is here! Do you remember what you
did during Advent last year to prepare for the coming
of Jesus? Did you feel a sense of anticipation while
being watchful and alert? You can be honest.
In Mark's Gospel reading for this Sunday, Jesus
speaks of a man who leaves on travels and before he
departs he puts his stewards in charge, so that upon his
return his home will be ready. You and I are those
whom Jesus has put in charge. We each have our own
work to do. If we are not preparing using our own
unique gifts and talents, who will do our work?
Perhaps we think we can do that later, or maybe next
year. But if no one knows when he is coming, how do
we gauge how much time we have to complete our
work?
Most of us get so caught up in holiday shopping,
making travel plans, preparing for guests, and
attending holiday parties that even if we meant well,
the motivation we had on day one of the Advent
season slowly slips away. This year, let us resolve to
be good stewards and be about our Lord's work. He
trusted us enough to leave us in charge. He must
believe we are up to the task.

The countercultural John the Baptist may have had an
odd sense of style by our standards (he wore camel
hair) and he may have consumed an unappealing diet
(locusts and wild honey), but he had his finger on the
pulse of what really mattered. He needed little in the
way of worldly comforts because he was consumed
with his task of spiritually preparing those who were
willing to hear for the One who would come to
baptize with the power of the Holy Spirit. What
mattered was this future revelation, and John would
let nothing that belongs to this earthly existence get in
the way of his preparation for that revelation.
In his second letter, Peter tells us that all will dissolve
away and through holiness and devotion we will be
made ready for the Lord's coming. The trends we get
caught up in will seem empty and meaningless. All
that will remain is God and those created in his
image, and the relationships we have between us.
What matters to you, right here and right now, on this
Second Sunday of Advent? We don't have to trade in
brand-name clothes for camel hair, but we need to
ask ourselves: if we were called to give it all away
tomorrow for Jesus, would we be mature enough to
do so? The answer to this question lies at the heart of
stewardship.

